


Written by Roderick Hunt

* lustrated by Alsx Erychia

BEFCRE REAGING

Talk together

* Read the title togetber and ook ot the
oover picture. Ask: Mot oo poo think
they haove found'?

« Tolktogether about the wond 'locky!
inthe titbe. Ask: Wiy might the find te
twcky? Encourage your child think of
clifferent possibilities.

« lookthroughthe bookand talk abot
the picturas.

About the words in this book

* our child will pmobably be able to
moc most of the wordsinthis book
Enoourage yvour chile to sound out and
blencl ary challe nging words, suchas
thiose below, If necessary, model the
blending or neod the words for your
chvilcl.

artefact  although
laughed ' ancient burial
excavation  police

BURING READING
Enjoy the story together.
If yourchik neecs
sUppOrt 1o reqcd the
story:

+ Break unfarnilicr
words into chunks or
syllablestorwork
them out (2.9
2 —Mor—Mmous],

« If @oword is still oo
tricky, simply say the
whiole word for your
C hilct.

* Re-eod s=ntenoes
to foous on their
meaning wheare
MRCessarny.
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< Ithad raitted all week. By Saturday the rain

(" still hadn’t stopped. Floppy looked miserable.

H_e hadn 't had a good walk for ages.
“Poor old Floppy,” said Kipper.
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Later that day, it etopped raining, so Kipper
opened theback door and looked our, He could
see q-patch of blue sky.

“*Sood boy, Floppy,” said Kipper. It has
attﬁp ped raining ar last”
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_ ﬁ@ppg gléf]gg‘d up his lead in his mouth and
{ QCWE a ];t?hs;, whimper.
! “I’ﬂ see who will take you for a waoll,”
s’gl&’l fﬁ’f’ipper

3-’



Biff and. Chip were playing a game. It was

hard to_tell who would win.

“Shall we take Floppy for a walk?” asked
Kipper.

“Not just now,” said Chip. “Biff and I are
locked in combat.”



furm and Lidd were putting o bookeoose
together,

TCanwe take Floppy for o wally?” pleaded
BRippel® “He hasn’t had one for ages

We can’t,” said Mum. “Not art the moment,
Let him into the garden for now.”



Tt th en, Kipper’s friend Lee came to the door,

Do yow want to come to my house and play
dslked Lee "Grandpa Chen has made some
forrune coolkies”

#Sorry, Floppy,” said Kipper. "INo walk for you
dar the moment.”



The boys loved Grandpa’™ fortune cookies,
Kipper bralke one open and pulled ourt the tiny
slip of paper from inside it, It said "Kind deeds
arerlile seeds, Plant them often’,

“T'd like 1o take Floppy for a wall,” said
Kipper. "That would be a kind deed.”



g P E 1Ly _E.g'ﬁ'qﬁ needs a walk, too,” said Lee,
"N MCan 1@13____?‘@1;{'%' both dogs out, Grandpa? That will
e o a kind deed.”
.___,E.I.'rl_‘lc':i.'l‘ldpﬂ said it was a good idea.
#The dogs can have o good ran,” he said,



They wentalong a path that led to Dewdrop
Diown, The boys loved going there and so did the
dogs. It had humpes and bumps, and there were
bughes to hide behind. It was o great place to
plrﬁig chase,
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Lee and Kipper ran up o steep hump. &2 they
recached the top, the earth suddenly alid away.
The boys turnbled o the bottom,

Garandpa Chen ran up to the boys, He helped
them both ap.
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“Are gou all right? asked Grandpa,
“The ground gave way,” said Lee, ™We're
just abitmuddy, that’s all.”



Fipper looked at the place where the ground
had slipped away. & black object was sticking
out of the earth,

"wWWhatis that, Grandpa Chen# he aslked,.



“i0h, goodness ! exclaimed Grandpa Chen,

It might ke doangerous, It looks like a very old
explosive, It was probably dropped in World
Wair Two®

We'd berter get well bacl,” said Lee,
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Grandpa Chen phoned the police. Soon,
d police car raced up. Grandpa Chen took the
police officers to the place where the ground had
slipped away.

“It could be an explosive,” said an officer.



“This iz o job for the experts,” sdid another
officer. “Meanwhile, we must not talke any
chances We’ll have 1o tape off a large areq.”

Ahetother police officer unrolled a large ree]
of blue ape,
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It wazn’t long before a disposal unit came,
One of the experts went to look,

Lee and Kipper were excited,

wow ! said Lee, "Maybe we will see therm
explode it
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The disposal expert came to tallk to the boys,
He was grinning.

TTrian’t o job for us after all,” he said, I thinle
it’ssome kind of pot. But it’s very old. It’s an
artefact and it needs a history expert.”



The men went over the ground with metal
detectors,

Thete may be other artefacts under the
ground,” one of them said. ¥ This could be
an dncient village or burial ground®



Later, awormnan called Anne came and carefully
dug the pot out of the ground. She scraped sorme
ecirth fram the neck. Then she peered inside,

“This is g0 exciting,” she said, "I’ hoping there
iz something interesting inside it
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(rently Anne tipped the pot up on to a cloth.
Abour thirty gold coins slid out, Evergone gasped.
"These coins are hundreds of gears old,” she
said, excitedly. "They show o Saxon king called

Eadbald, He was king in about 6207

20



Kipper and Iee looked at one of the coins

through.a magnifying glass.
“Pve never seen anything so old,” said Lee.
“King Eadbald had a big nose,” laughed
Kipper, “and a big chin.”

2l



Then o televizion crew came.

Wwe'd like 1o cover the atory on the news this
evening,” d man sdid, He looked at Lee and
Eipper. "Now just tell ug how you found the pot
with all the gold coins in it”



INext, the Crew spolke to Anne,

“The boys and their grandfather did the right
thing.” she said, "There may be more things to
find. This could be the site of a Saxon village here
on Dewdrop Down, It is very exciting ™

23
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___'E'cfv:l:_:,qt lgﬁme Chip rushed up to Eipper.
i y 7 "‘Gu}g,gjﬁéﬁ“@h‘dt?” he zaid, I am the winner! I beat
Biff but orily just
,;.'__:_f?"i‘i{?‘e'll:, you should have come on the wall with
ua';"‘*?-‘ﬁqid Kipper. "It was fontastic,”



weve finished the boolkeage,” said Dad.

"Did you have a nice wallr” asled Mum.

Fipperwaos burating to tell everyone his news,
buthe didn’t, *Itwas really interesting,” he said.
Then he murned on the television.

20
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Evergone gdsped when the news item carne
on. The reporter aaid that two boys had found
d Saxon drrefact,

Lee told the reporter how they had found it
when the ground slipped away.



T wish wed gone on the wall now,” said Biff.
It would have been better than plaging a silly old
COTNPUTEr game,”

¥FPlant good deeds like seeds,” said Kipper.
You’ll be amazed what they grow into”

T hat are gon talking aboutd® asked Biff,



20

There hadbeen a Saxon village on Dewdrop
Diown, The children went to zee it, Anne wos there
o show thern round,

¥Ir'e an excavation,” said Anne. It means we
findwhere the village was by digging.”
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It doesn’tlool much like a willage,” said Chip.
It’s just Aot of pite and trenches.™

THaxon houses were made of wood,” said Anne,
Fgorthere is nothing left of thern. But we can tell
where they stood.”

249
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“This iz anexciting find,” said Anne, "It's o
gold band. If's a bit crumpled, but it has some
Latinweiting on it”

¥11 loolks lile one of Grandpa’s fortune cookies,”
laughed Lee,



"It was thanlks to the formne cookies we (ool
the doge for o wall,” Lee went on,

res,® anid Kipper, "The fortune coolkie was
right, "Kind deedsz are like seeds. Flant them often’.
We planted o good deed and it grew into finding
a saxon village,”

3l
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“T've nevernade fortune cookies before,”
qundgq lgughed, *¥We didn’t have thern in
' Hgngi-_f{tj-hg when I grew up, They were invented
in the TJSA™

".‘-‘Jﬁfell:, keep making them,” laughed Lee, "Your
firat ones were ver1y luclky!™



AFTER READING

» Turn to pages 26 and 27. Draw attention to the characters’
facial expressions. Ask: How do you think Mum, Dad, Biff and
Chip feel when they see Kipper and Lee on the news? How is
Kipper feeling?

» Look at pages 28 and 29. Ask: How does the expert know
there was a Saxon village there? (they dig pits and trenches
and find traces of the buildings and artefacts)

» Turn to page 3l. Ask: Can you think of a kind deed you have
done recently?
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